mutual care among his congregations through his
campaign to raise money for this needy church.

This is, in brief, the work of the Region—to foster a sense
of connection and mutual care among our churches.
We take our cue for this from the Bible. The model there
is not independence and isolation but cooperation
and mutual support. That is what Regional ministry is
about. If's in the Bible.

It is through your gifts to this offering that the Region

can continue to work in and through the local
Associations, churches, and each of you.

Please place your envelope in your church'’s offering.
Checks can be made out to your church
with “ABC/NYS Region Offering” in the memo.

American Baptist Churches of New York State
3218 James Street, Syracuse, NY 13206
315.863.7148 (office)

Like Us On www.abc-nys.org
facebook f https://www .facebook.com/abcnys

U I wish to support American Baptist Churches of New York State with this
one-time gift of $

U I will support ABC/NYS through prayer that the gospel of Jesus Christ reaches
worldwide.

U Please add my email address to the ABC/NYS email updates:

Name:

Address:

(street) (city) (state) (zip)

Al ~ .
Church: Errerr

|| == Rl | o

or donate by Paypal:

\V\\WV.le)(‘-ll\'S.()l‘n"‘

in the faith

Acts 16:5a

Region

So the churches
were strengthened

Connected

Baptists are high trust / low control people. We trust churches
to follow the leading of the Spirit in their ministry. This does not

mean that we are an isolated and independent people.

The scriptures (Romans 16:5, 15 & 16 and | Thessalonians 5:27
and Colossians 4:15) suggest interconnected clusters of
churches in urban areas. The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-35
& 16:4-5) portrays a connected family of churches. The
scriptures describe positions of church leadership that build
bridges of cooperation among churches (Acts 14:23 & 20:17;

Titus 1:5).

Paul raises up different themes in different letters, depending
upon the needs of the church. The theme that runs most
persistently throughout his letters is the collection he was taking
up for the church in Jerusalem (Acts 11:27-30; Galatians 2:10;
Romans 15:25-27; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 &
9:12-15). Paul worked to build a sense of connection and
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