Sowing Seeds
For the Next Season

ABCNYS Region Offering 2023

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (NIV)

Pastoral transition is part of local church life. Our
churches may think of a pastor as “permanent”; and indeed,
many ABCNYS pastors serve for years and sometimes
decades. Nonetheless, at some point, an ABCNYS church
will enter a time of pastoral transition, and these times can
be challenging and uncertain.

Your contributions to the ABCNYS Region Offering
provide funds to support Region staff time and travel to be
with churches in transition. We share insights into the
changing context for local church ministry, particularly with
the majority of our churches being served by part-time
ministers, and increasingly the need to explore new models
of ministry that will keep local church pastoral positions

sustainable (i.e., is it time to share a pastor with another
church?)

Our Region staff spends many hours in an effort to
connect with potential candidates and think creatively with
our churches about adaptive strategies for pastor searches.
We provide (and frequently revise) what “best practices”
look like for search committees. We work with pastors new
to the Region to introduce them to the Regional family. In
turn, we hope these efforts strengthen the bonds between
churches and ABCNYS, sowing seeds for future
opportunities and collaboration beyond pastoral transition
support.

With 20+ churches open at any one time, ABCNYS
depends on funds to travel and offer support to our churches
in transition. Will you contribute to our ABCNYS Region
Offering so more of this vital work can grow and flourish?

To help ABCNYS in our work of helping

churches sow seeds for our future, give to the |m Hylm
2023 Region Offering through your church’s = - L'_' Ly
offering plate or send a check (noting Region |w :!:rl -'I:q-_-u
Offering) to: ABCNYS, 3218 James Street, p—vir J
Syracuse, NY 13206. ol [y I R

You can also give right now through this QR
Code or visit www.abc-nys.org and click on the “donate” but-
ton! Thank you for supporting the ministry of ABCNYS!

Follow us on Facebook or visit online: https://www.abc-nys.org
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