
 

 
August 1, 2026 
 
Partners in Ministry, 
 
The 2026 ABCNYS Biennial Gathering will be held October 9-10th at the Kenmore 
BapƟst Church in suburban Buffalo, one of our churches in the Niagara Area BapƟst 
AssociaƟon.  The convenƟon theme this year is “Shine the Light” with theme 
Scriptures from the words of Jesus recorded in John 8:12 (“I am the light of the 
world”) and MaƩhew 5:14 (“You are the light of the world”). 
 
On behalf of the ExecuƟve CommiƩee and the regional Board of Mission, I am inviƟng each of you to join your American 
BapƟst sisters and brothers from across our state in a Ɵme of worship and inspiraƟon as we celebrate how God is at work 
among us!  It is a Ɵme to reconnect with old friends and make new ones!  There will be informaƟve and pracƟcal 
workshops offered during the day Saturday to enhance your personal and congregaƟon’s mission. AddiƟonally, a pre-
biennial mission service project will be offered Friday aŌernoon.  This hands-on experience is in partnership with 
Community Mission of the Niagara FronƟer, Inc. 
 
On Friday evening, you will have the opportunity to meet Rev. Cheryl Frank, our new Associate ExecuƟve Minister, and 
bless her ministry with ABCNYS as we will formally install her to this ministry and calling. Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, ExecuƟve 
Minister, will be our keynote speaker that night. 
 
In addiƟon to Saturday’s workshops, we will have a brief Ɵme of business taking place at 1:15 pm. This is the Ɵme we 
elect new officers as well as new board members and members of the CommiƩee on Ministry.  The official proposed 
agenda is enclosed in this packet along with informaƟon about lodging opƟons in the Kenmore area.  Saturday will 
conclude with a final Ɵme of worship, and I have been asked to provide the concluding message that aŌernoon. 
 
We are blessed to have joining us InternaƟonal Ministries’ missionaries Ketly and Vitale Pierre who serve in the 
Dominican Republic.  AddiƟonally American BapƟst ministry partners from both “Valley Forge” and upstate New York will 
be on hand for you to get to know. 
 
Please accept this invitaƟon as your official noƟce of the 2026 Biennial meeƟng of the American BapƟst Churches of New 
York State.  As you make plans to aƩend, encourage others from your congregaƟon to aƩend, either as official delegates 
or interested friends.  Criteria for delegates is indicated in the region’s by-laws. PLEASE NOTE: The biennial will be 
available for the first Ɵme for persons to parƟcipate online as virtual parƟcipants and delegates.  With technology, we are 
able to gather like never before!   
 
Join us in Kenmore on October 9th and 10th! 
 
In Christ’s Service and Yours, 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Leon E Runner, President                                                                                                                                                                      
Board of Mission                                                                                                                                                            
American BapƟst Churches of New York State 
 
REGISTER:  hƩps://www.abc-nys.org/abcnys-biennial.html     (Deadline: September 25 to ensure meal counts!) 

In person: $50 (includes Saturday lunch w/complimentary breakfast sponsored by the American BapƟst FoundaƟon)  

Online only:  $20 (parƟcipate in our plenary worship sessions plus the business meeƟng!) 



 

 

PRE-BIENNIAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

 
Location for service project: 1570 Buffalo Ave., Niagara Falls, NY 14303 

Friday, October 9, 2026, from 1 PM to 4 PM 

The ABCNYS Biennial begins on Friday evening, October 9, 2026, however, you can arrive 
early and help serve the community with this pre-Biennial service opportunity! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
On October 9, the ABCNYS mission team will gather to provide help to the day-to-day 
operations of Community Missions. Your willingness to help will save the organization the 
hours it might have otherwise needed paid staff or other volunteers to complete, thus 
enhancing the impact of their limited budget with your volunteer time! 

What kinds of things might we do? Based on prior ABCNYS mission trips we may: work in 
the Food Pantry, Clothes Closet, or Community Soup Kitchen; we may help with 
landscaping, deep clean various parts of the Mission, paint and refresh apartments for new 
residents, or work on a variety of other projects including preparation for their Christmas 
gifts program. Projects change daily, and work depends on the skills of your workforce. 
Flexibility is a valuable asset and also part of the day-to-day experience at the Mission 

HOW TO SIGN UP: 
When signing up for Biennial, check the box for this pre-biennial mission, and you will be 
contacted with further information.  Please plan to wear clothing suitable for serving and 
don’t worry: you can get to the hotel to shower and change before our 7 PM worship service 
at Kenmore Baptist!  You can also contribute to Community Missions as part of the 
Saturday morning worship offering! 

ABOUT OUR PARTNER: 
Since its founding in 1925, Community Missions has provided a unique blend of referral, 
crisis, spiritual, community support, recovery and residential services for youth and adults. 
These services are offered in cooperation with donors, churches, groups, clubs and other 
service providers and governmental agencies. 

Mission Statement: Community Missions provides integrated human services that meet 
people where they are and help them find and elevate their place in the world. 

Core Values: Compassion, Integrity, Respect, Spirituality, Commitment, Accountability, & 
Teamwork.  

You can learn more about Community Missions at: www.CommunityMissions.org 



ABCNYS BIENNIAL
Friday and Saturday, October 9-10, 2026

KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH, 10 Wardman St, Kenmore, NY 14217

Friday, October 9th

Time Event

1:00 PM—4:00 PM Pre-Biennial Mission Opportunity: ABCNYS volunteers 
with Community Missions of the Niagara Frontier 
(Niagara Falls)

3:00 PM—7:00 PM Registration/Book Swap/Exhibit Hall Open at Kenmore 
Baptist Church

7:00 PM—9:00 PM Opening Session/ Worship
Rev. Jerrod H. Hugenot, Executive Minister
Installation celebration for Rev. Chery M. Frank, 
Associate Executive Minister

9:00 PM—9:45 PM Ice Cream and Cake Social & Welcoming Rev. Frank!



Saturday, October 10th

Time Event

7:00 AM—8:30 AM Light Breakfast & Registration Opens

8:00 AM Exhibits/Book Swap Opens

9:00 AM—10:15 AM Morning Opening Worship
Rev. Cheryl M. Frank, Associate Executive Minister

​10:30 AM—11:45 AM Workshop Sessions #1

12:00—1:00 PM Lunch  (meal options chosen and dietary requests need 
to be made September 25!!)

1:15 PM—2:00 PM ABCNYS Business Meeting

2:15 PM—3:00 PM Workshop Sessions #2

3:15 PM—4:00 PM Closing Session Worship
Rev. Dr. Leon Runner, ABCNYS President

NOTE: Three offerings will be taken at the Biennial--
Friday evening:            Region Offering, in support of ABCNYS Regional Ministry
Saturday morning:      Community Missions of the Niagara Frontier
Saturday Afternoon:  Ministry of the Pierre’s in Dominican Republic



BIENNIAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 9/25/2026 
Register for the 2026 biennial event and select your meal and workshop preferences and how you wish to pay for the 
registraƟon costs (PayPal now or by check later). QuesƟons? Contact office@abc-nys.org or jhugenot@abc-nys.org 
 
PREFERRED TITLE (Mr., Mrs., Ms., Rev., Rev. Dr., etc.)  _________________ 
 
FULL NAME *_______________________________________________________________________ 
Enter your first name, middle name/iniƟal and last name (i.e., John A Doe, Eh Htoo Seh, etc.) 
 
NAME PREFERRED FOR YOUR NAME BADGE: _____________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: 
Street Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address Line 2 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City State   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal / Zip Code  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Church or Name of OrganizaƟon: 
(In case you serve more than one congregaƟon as a pastor, please list both congregaƟons!) 
Please enter FULL church or ministry organizaƟon's name and city (aka First BapƟst Church, Anyplace) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRE-BIENNIAL MISSION PROJECT: Friday, October 9th, 1 PM to 4 PM (Community Missions of the Niagara 
FronƟer, Niagara Falls, NY).  InformaƟon about the Pre-Biennial Mission Project will be shared with 
interested persons and in upcoming Region Notes! 
 

    I would like to sign up to parƟcipate with the Friday aŌernoon ABCNYS Mission Team! 
 
 
DELEGATE VERIFICATION:  NOTICE OF DELEGATE NUMBERS PER CONGREGATION:  Each member church 
exceeding thirteen (13) resident members as reported in the last ABC/NYS annual may have as delegates 
for ABC/NYS meeƟngs the pastor and one (1) other person plus an addiƟonal delegate for each full one 
hundred (100) resident members, provided, however, that the congregaƟon is also reported as 
contribuƟng to the basic mission program of the American BapƟst Churches in the U.S.A. (ABC/NYS Bylaws 
ArƟcle III. SecƟon 3.6) * 

   I am aƩending as a voƟng delegate of my church. (Business meeƟng: Saturday, Oct 10 at 1:15 PM) 
 

   I am aƩending as an aƩendee and not as a voƟng delegate.  (Welcome to aƩend business meeƟng but cannot 
vote!) Or, I am an exhibitor, etc. 
 
PHONE NUMBER *           ____________________________________________________ 
 

REGISTRATION TYPE *   DELEGATE    ATTENDEE   EXHIBITOR 
 
MEAL SELECTION 
 

 Saturday: Light Breakfast 7 to 8:30 AM (hosted by the American BapƟst FoundaƟon) 
 

   Saturday Lunch (Menus will be announced soon!  Please note any dietary needs/allergies, etc. below to 
ensure we can provide a sensiƟve meal opƟon!) 
 



DIETARY NEEDS 
Please note your specific dietary needs to ensure meal preparaƟon is sensiƟve to dietary needs/allergies, etc. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CHILD CARE:  If you need childcare (ages up to 10), please list each child with age and any informaƟon 
helpful to know about their care needs.  (Childcare must be requested in advance to ensure adequate 
preparaƟon!)  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WORKSHOP MORNING SESSION:  Select one 
 

 YOUTH MINISTRY – A THRIVING FAITH IN JESUS – Stephanie Schneider (AM only) More than a program. 
It takes a whole church. Hear about a Faith FormaƟon Framework for every church size. 
 

 CALLED TO CARE: HAITIAN MISSION IN THE D.R. – Vital & Ketly Pierre  (AM session)  Learn about their ministry 
to HaiƟans in La Romana, Dominican Republic and how to approach ministry like a missionary from our Global 
Servants. 
 

 TECHNOLOGY & THE CHURCH – Paul Bailey & Jonathan Lawrence, moderators (AM session)  What are 
churches doing with tech that makes sense in your church?  Come and learn and share! 
 

 AMERICAN BAPTIST FOUNDATION & YOU! – Patricia Hernandez (AM only) How can the ABF help the individual 
& church needs? Learn about everything from estate planning & charitable giŌ annuiƟes to starƟng a church 
endowment and more! 
 

 AMERICAN BAPTIST 101 –  Jerrod Hugenot, facilitator (AM only): American BapƟsts partner together with local 
churches, regional and naƟonal partners. Come and learn about how all of us work together in American BapƟst 
ministry and mission with naƟonal and regional partners aƩending our ABCNYS Biennial! 
 
WORKSHOP AFTERNOON SESSION:  Select one 
 

 OUR ADULT CHILDREN: A GROWING CHURCH CONCERN – George Stefani (PM only) Many parent-adult child 
relaƟonships are broken. How can a church provide ministry to families? 

 CALLED TO CARE: HAITIAN MISSION IN THE D.R. – Vital & Ketly Pierre  (PM session) Learn about their ministry 
to HaiƟans in La Romana, Dominican Republic and how to approach ministry like a missionary from our Global 
Servants. 

 TECHNOLOGY & THE CHURCH – Paul Bailey & Jonathan Lawrence, moderators (PM session) What are churches 
doing with tech that makes sense in your church?  Come and learn and share! 

 SMALL CHURCH CHALLENGES – Steve Reynolds (PM only) Opening doors or closing windows. What are some 
opƟons in the life cycle of a church? 
 

PAYMENT:   DELEGATE/ATTENDEE IN PERSON $50   DELEGATE/ATTENDEE ONLINE ONLY  $20    

            EXHIBITOR (Free!) 
Send a check payable to ABCNYS, 3218 James Street, Syracuse, NY 13206 by September 25, 2026. You can pay for 
mulƟple registrants via check way, however, you must LIST which registrants you are including in the check's 
payment.  QuesƟons?  Contact office@abc-nys.org 



AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF NEW YORK STATE 
2026 BIENNIAL MEETING 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 - 1:15 p.m. 
 
Rev. Delma West, Vice President, Presiding 
 

Business Meeting                            

 Call to Order 

 Approval of 2024 Biennial Business Meeting Minutes 

 Nominating Committee Report                                     

 Election of OƯicers, Board of Mission Members and other representatives 

 Installation of OƯicers and Board Members 

 Message from the President                                               Rev. Dr. Leon Runner           

 State of the Region                               Rev. Jerrod H. Hugenot 

 Recognition of New Pastors       Rev. Cheryl M. Frank 

 Recognition of Lay Study Graduates and Certifications   Rev. Leon Oaks-Lee 

 Prayer and Adjournment                                                                                         Rev. Delma West 

 

2026 Biennial Planning Committee 
Delma West, ABCNYS Vice President, Chairperson, Spencer Federated (Broome-Tioga) 
Lydia Widbin, Bottskill Baptist and Lakeville Baptist (Adirondack) 
Hector Mesa, Jr., FBC Hoosick Falls (Capital Area Baptist) 
David L. Harris, ABCNYS Treasurer, Sennett Federated Church (Iroquois)  
Paul Bailey, retired pastor (Iroquois) 
Phil Pratt, Falconer Baptist Church (Chautauqua) 
Mark Slomiski, The United Church of Canandaigua (Finger Lakes) 
Marsha Bolton Rivers, Gaines Carlton and FBC Albion (WEGO) 
Brian Wheeler, Host Pastor, Kenmore Baptist Church (NABA) 
Jonathan David Lawrence, Niagara Area Baptist Association Moderator 
Geri Daniels, Shiloh Baptist (BuƯalo) and ABWM Niagara Erie  
Janice Glenn, Faith Missionary Baptist Church (BuƯalo) and ABWM Niagara Erie 
Jerrod Hugenot, Executive Minister, staƯ 
Cheryl Frank, Associate Executive Minister, staƯ 
Stephanie Schneider, ABY Program Director, staƯ, and Pastor, Village Baptist, Ft Edward & FBC Glens Falls 
(Adirondacks) 
 



Nominating Committee Report Prepared by: Laura Palada, Rev. Pat Ludwig, Pastor Bonnie 
Seitz, Rev. Dr. Leon Runner 

OFFICERS (2-year term, beginning January 1, 2027, and concluding December 31, 2028) 

President:               Delma West* 
Vice President:    Claudia Little* 
Secretary:              Cedric Broughton* 
Treasurer:               David L. Harris, Jr.* 
 

BOARD OF MISSION ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES (4-year term)  

Note: Board of Mission members serve four-year terms, with half of the Board at their mid-
term of four years, so some are listed below for reference but need no voting action today.  
Proposed Board members being elected to serve now through the 2030 Biennial Meeting are 
in bold/italics with asterisk (*), i.e., NAME* 

Adirondack                       2030   Barbara Jackson* 

Alleghany-Cattaraugus 2030   (vacant)* 

Broome-Tioga  2030   (vacant)* 

Capital Area   2028   Greg Staples 

Chautauqua   2028   Phillip Pratt 

Finger Lakes   2030   Mark Slomski* 

Fransego   2028   Claudette Newman 

Iroquois   2030   David L. Harris, Jr.* 

Living Waters   2028   Steve Dygert 

Madison   2030   Shawn Hast* 

Mid-Hudson/Union  2030   Jonathan Irons* 

Mohawk-Oneida  2030   Letta Palmer* 

Niagara Area   2028   Kathleen Ordiway 

North Country  2028   Sarah Flack 

Wayne    2028   Aleka Schuth 

WEGO    2028   Edris Hitchcock 

 



AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVES (4 year term) 
 
2028                                  Robert Casler 
2028                                  Bonnie Seitz                                                                                                                  
2028                                  Cindy Falk                                                                                                                       
2028   __________________________ 
2030   Bruce Aiken* 
2030   Lei Htoo Lei Say* 
2030   Anne Gardner (chair of Committee on Ministry)* 
2030   Roben Awi* 
2030   _________________________ 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY (4-Year Term)  

Adirondack                       2028    vacant     

Alleghany-Cattaraugus 2028    vacant     

Broome-Tioga  2028                             Rich Saxton* (completing unexpired term)   

Capital Area   2030    George Stefani*     

Chautauqua   2030    Phillip Pratt* 

Finger Lakes   2028    Anne Gardner     

Fransego   2030    Nancy Hughes*     

Iroquois   2028    John Buskey     

Living Waters   2030    Corey Cooke*   

Madison   2028    William Stoklosa     

Mid-Hudson/Union  2028    Merle McJunkin   

Mohawk-Oneida  2030    Jessica Merrill*   

Niagara Area   2030    Jonathan Staples* 

North Country  2030    Leon Runner* 

Wayne    2030       _____________________________ 

WEGO                  2030    Dale Gooch* 



Hotels 
 
Below are several examples of hotels located near Kenmore Baptist 
Church (10 Wardman Road, Kenmore, NY 14217).  Customer ratings 
reflect reviews from online sites as of June 2026 (i.e., 3.5 out of 5.0).   
 

 
Due to the growth of online booking apps and websites oƯering 
competitive rates, we are not oƯering conference block rates.  
 
We encourage you to book your lodging as soon as you are able.  
 
 
 
 

Name Address Phone Miles 
to KBC 

Breakfast, etc. Customer ratings 

The Edward 
Hotel 

1296 Delaware 
Ave, BuƯalo, NY 
14209 

(716) 355-1296 3.2 No breakfast 3 star (4.7/5) 

Sleep Inn 
Amherst 

75 Inn Keepers Ln, 
Amherst, NY 
14228 

(716) 213-6012 5.9 Free hot breakfast, 
pool 

2 Star (4.2/5)   

LaQuinta Inn 
& Suites 

145 Inn Keepers 
Ln, BuƯalo, NY 
14228 

(716) 431-4822 
 
 

5.9   3 Star (3.9/5) 

Comfort Inn 1 Flint Rd, 
Amherst, NY 
14226 

866-246-1182 7.9 Free Breakfast 2 star (3.9/5) 

 



BIENNIAL WORKSHOPS
Saturday, October 10, 2026

Morning Sessions: 10:30 AM  |  Afternoon Sessions: 2:15 PM

▶ "The American Baptist Foundation and YOU!" (Morning only)
     Rev. Dr. Patricia Hernandez, American Baptist Foundation

How can the ABF help individual & church needs? Learn about estate planning, charitable gift
annuities, church endowments, and more!

Rev. Dr. Patricia Hernandez grew up in upstate New York as an American Baptist PK and then after seminary, she had
her first call to ministry in an ABCNYS church! Dr. Hernandez has experience serving on regional and national
denominational staff and recently began her work with the American Baptist Foundation.

▶ "Youth: A Thriving Faith in Jesus" (Morning only)
     Rev. Stephanie Schneider

More than 1 million youth leave the faith each year. This workshop explores a Faith Formation
Framework from Tenx10 - perfect for churches with 1 or 100 youth.

Rev. Stephanie Schneider serves as Pastor of First Baptist Church of Glens Falls and Village Baptist, Fort Edward, as well
as on the ABCNYS staff as our ABY Coordinator. She lives in Glens Falls with her husband, Andrew, and their sons, Lucas
and Caleb, along with Bruce Wayne, their dog.

▶ "Called to Care: Haitian Mission in the D.R." (Morning & Afternoon)
      Rev. Ketly and Vitale Pierre, Global Servants

Learn about their ministry to Haitians in La Romana, Dominican Republic and how to approach
ministry like a missionary.

Rev. Ketly and Vitale Pierre serve as Global Servants for International Ministries, ABCUSA. They are traveling the United
States at this time, sharing about their mission work and seeking churches to support their critical work with Haitians in
the Dominican Republic.

▶ "American Baptist 101" (Morning only)
      Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, facilitator

 American Baptists partner together with local churches, regional and national partners.  Come
and learn about how all of us work together in American Baptist ministry and mission with
national and regional partner organizations attending our ABCNYS Biennial!

Rev. Jerrod Hugenot serves as the ABCNYS Executive Minister and has lifelong experience with ABCUSA as a pastor in KS
and VT and served on regional and national boards. Connecting American Baptists to one another to build missional
affinity is his passion!



▶ "Technology & the Church" (Morning & Afternoon)
     Rev. Dr. Paul Bailey & Rev. Dr. Jonathan David Lawrence, facilitators

What are churches doing with tech that makes sense in your church? Come and learn and share!

Rev. Dr. Paul Bailey is host of the new "ABCNYS Today" podcast and a retired American Baptist pastor.
Rev. Jonathan David Lawrence is Moderator of the Niagara Area Baptist Association and serves on the
religious studies faculty of Canisius University.

▶ "Estranged Adult Children: A Growing Concern" (Afternoon only)
     Rev. George Stefani

One in every eight parent-adult child relationships is broken, and only 10% reconcile. This
workshop focuses on understanding estrangements and providing compassionate ministry.

Rev. George Stefani serves as Pastor of Latham Community Baptist Church and First Baptist Church of Saratoga Springs. He
serves as moderator of the Capital Area Baptist Association. George and his wife Becky have two children and five
grandchildren.

▶ "Opening the Door or Closing the Window: Options for Your Small Church" (Afternoon only)
     Rev. J. Steven Reynolds

Is your small church holding its own or struggling? Explore George Bullard's "Life Cycles of the
Church" and options for small churches facing new challenges.

Rev. J Steven Reynolds has served as an ordained pastor in the American Baptist Churches for over 40 years and has had a
wide variety of experiences in a number of church contexts. He is a member of Memorial Park, Vestal (Broome-Tioga) and
serves on the Region's Board of Mission as well as the Regional Enhancement Team. Married to Marilyn (Brett) Reynolds,
Steve is frequently in Region churches as a guest preacher and provides support to congregations in pastoral transition or
rethinking their ministry's future.

BIENNIAL WORKSHOPS
Saturday, October 10, 2026

Morning Sessions: 10:30 AM  |  Afternoon Sessions: 2:15 PM


	54d9b9c0-bf62-4598-99f1-359517f9a590.pdf
	Rev. Dr. Paul Bailey is host of the new "ABCNYS Today" podcast and a retired American Baptist pastor. Rev. Jonathan David Lawrence is Moderator of the Niagara Area Baptist Association and serves on the religious studies faculty of Canisius University.


